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Speakers Bureau
The Speakers Bureau is made up of local farmers and farm owners 
who will share experiences in commodity production, livestock 
production, vegetable/horticulture production, conservation and 
current issues. Go to cookcfb.org for information or to set up a 
presentation for your group or organization.

Local Farm Products Locator 
Visit cookcfb.org/discover-local to find local farm product marketers 
in the Chicagoland area.  The local offers everything “farm” from fresh 
food to hay to green industry products.

Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) – 
Teachers & Students
Ag education presentations FREE for 4th grade 
classes (other grades upon request). FREE resource 
materials available for grades K-12. Teacher institutes, 
workshops, and in-school & virtual services available.

Contests
There are plenty of ways to win great prizes year-round through 
fun contests which include: Question of the month contest in the 
Co-Operator, Ag Adventures Word Search, Giant Pumpkin contest, 
Bookmark contest & more!

Scholarships and Internships
Several $500-$2,500 scholarships are available annually 
to students seeking ag-related careers. Must be a Farm 
Bureau member or dependent for at least one year. 
February deadline for applications.

“Shred/Electronic Recycling Day”
CCFB sponsors two document shred dates per year which take place 
on the Northside and the Southside of Cook County. See Co-Operator 
or website for details.

Master Gardener Resource Center
Cook County Farm Bureau has partnered with the Master Gardeners 
from the Cook Unit of the University of Illinois Extension to provide 
members special access to the expertise, knowledge and assistance of 
these trained & certified horticulturalists! Topics may include soil test 
recommendations, pest/disease, identify issues/treatments, and more! 
Master Gardeners can be reached during the months of April through 
November on Mondays & Thursdays between 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
Call the office at (708)354-3276 or email mastergardener@cookcfb.
org.

Soil Testing
Proper nutrients and soil balance are crucial 
for quality vegetable production, a lush lawn, 
healthy bushes/trees, pastures, and a host of 
plant related needs. Members receive discount 
pricing on soil test kits. Interpretation of 
results as well as advice is provided through 
the University of Illinois Extension Master 
Gardeners. Lead testing is also available. 
Order your kit by calling our office.

We are very fortunate to have members that come from 
various backgrounds and countries. While we publish 
this publication in English, the Google Translate App 
can convert this text through your smart phone screen 
into Spanish, French, Polish, Russian, Chinese, Arabic 
and a host of other languages. Enjoy and happy reading!

www.cookcfb.org



Country Financial
Membership in Cook County Farm Bureau® 
will allow for individuals to apply for insurance 

products through the preferred companies of Country Preferred 
Insurance Company® and/or Country Mutual
Insurance Company®. 

Discounted Movie Tickets
Save money off the regular ticket prices! 
Discount movie tickets are available for 
purchase through the Farm Bureau office for 
AMC, Marcus & Regal Theatre. Restrictions 
apply.

Six Flags Great America & 
Other Theme Parks 
Six Flags Great America tickets are 
available during the summer season 

at fantastic savings! Discount tickets are also sold to members for 
a number of other Midwest theme parks, including: Santa’s Village 
Raging Waves, and at selected Great Wolf Lodge locations. Call our 
office or visit our website for details.

The Cookie garden
The Cookie Garden is locally owned since 1987, baking 
and creating their freshest delicious cookies and cookie 
gifts for every occasion, celebration and holiday!
The Cookie Garden is offering an exclusive discount on all 
company products!

Beggar’s Pizza
Purchase a family size thin crust 1 topping pizza and 
receive either a FREE deep dish chocolate chip cookie 
($5 value) OR get $2.00 OFF any family size pizza. 

Valid only at participating locations. Limit one per order; cannot be 
combined with any other specials/coupons. Go to our website at www. 
cookcfb.org and click on ‘Member Benefits’ for coupons and a list of 
participating locations.

Home Run Inn
Save 20% at Home Run Inn! Members can purchase 
discounted gift cards directly from us. $25 gift cards 
sell for $20 and $10 gift cards sell for $8. Call the 
Farm Bureau office to purchase yours today!

Flossmoor Brewery 
Cook County Farm Bureau members receive 
10% off all dine-in orders at Flossmoor Station 
Restaurant & Brewery. Provide your membership 
card to receive discount (cannot be combined with 
other discounts/coupons). Flossmoor Stations 

Restaurant & Brewery is located at 1035 Sterling Ave in Flossmoor, 
IL. Call 708-957-BREW or visit www.flossmoorstation.com for more 
information.

K1 Speed
K1 Speed is the premier indoor go kart racing 
company in the nation.  Members receive a 43% 
savings priced at $18 per race.  (regularly $30).  Call 

the Cook County Farm Bureau office to purchase tickets today!

Culver’s
Members can receive 10% of all orders at 
participating Culver’s locations. Simply show 
your membership card to receive your discount. 

Participating locations include: McHenry, Mt. Prospect, Rosemont, 
Arlington Heights, Schaumburg-Wise Rd., Crestwood, Lansing, 
Buffalo Grove, Frankfort, Homewood, Matteson, Orland Park & 
Tinley Park.

Medieval Times
Save on adult and child admissions and pay 
no processing fees. Tickets can be purchased 
online. Visit our website for details.

Save on Delta Sonic Car Wash 
Discount tickets are available for purchase through the Farm Bureau 
for Super Kiss Car Wash and Deluxe Car Wash tickets. Call the Cook 
County Farm Bureau® office to order.

Abenity Discount App & Web Platform
More than 300,000 discounts for hotels, restaurants, theme 
parks, movie theaters, prescriptions and more await Farm 
Bureau members. This benefit platform provides access to 

member discounts while on the go! To access the new web platform, 
visit ilfb.abenity.com. Members must create an account and provide 
their three digit county code (Cook’s is 016) and dash followed by 
their membership ID number. You can also download the app from 
the iPhone App Store by searching ‘IL Farm Bureau Membership 
Benefits’.

Mayflower Cruises & Tours 
Receive Exclusive Member Savings to travel locally or see the world! 
Mayflower Tours offers amazing benefits for our members and their 
guests by offering high quality travel destinations, travel deals, and 
travel styles. Enjoy exclusive savings on top of any and all discounts, 
promotions, and travel deals offered by Mayflower Tours. To learn 
more about Mayflower Tours call Kayla at 630-435-8264 or email her 
at kayla@mayflowercruisesandtours.com and state that you’re a Cook 
County Farm Bureau member to receive the added savings using code: 
ccfb016. 

Peace of Mind Alert
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) members can now rest a little easier, 
knowing their loved ones are protected in their own homes, with just 
the push of a button. Peace of Mind Alert is a new member benefit for 
IFB, and includes one free month of monitoring and no activation fee. 
To sign up for this new service call toll free 855-872-8404.

Cassidy Tire & Service
Present your membership card and you will receive 10% off tires and 
products at any of their 15 Chicagoland locations.

John Deere
Cook County Farm Bureau members can 

receive special access to the John Deere’s GreenFleet™ Loyalty 
Rewards program, providing members with a free two-year Platinum 2 
membership. It’s easy to become a GreenFleet member too! Just sign 
up for John Deere GreenFleet Loyalty Rewards program using a valid 
member ID and zip code for membership verification, and become 
a Platinum 2 level by visiting www.JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau! A 
valid email address is required to be eligible for this benefit.

Case IH
Make lifting, moving, and even moving a breeze 
with the power of Case IH DX, DXE, JX, and 

Maxxum Series tractors. Best of all, as a Cook County Farm Bureau 
member, you can save $300-$500 which takes the “chore” out of 
your workload. Simply present your Membership Card at the Case IH 
Dealership. You must be a member 30 days prior to purchase. Visit our 
website for a rebate form.

Harvard Products, Beltone, Notary Service and more! 
Visit www.cookcfb.org for details.

DISCOUNTS

SERVICES & PROGRAMS
Cook County “Co-Operator”
A monthly publication that serves at the 
official voice of the CCFB providing farm 

facts, benefits, program information, classified ads, entertainment, and 
much more. With over 46,000 subscribers, members can place 4 free 
classified ads in the publication each year providing great exposure.

IFB Partners and Farmweek
Partners is a quarterly magazine for associate members of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau®. It is designed to highlight what’s good about Illinois – 
from the best travel destinations to articles about important agricultural
issues that every Illinois resident faces. More at ilfbpartners.com. 
FarmWeek is a weekly communication for Illinois farmers. Find out 
more at farmweeknow.com. 

Workshops & Seminars
Take advantage of various workshops, seminars and classes offered 
throughout the year on topics that include gardening, personal finance, 
beekeeping, urban agriculture and more! Read the Co-Operator or 
CCFB website for details.  

Member-to-Member Buy Local
Help us to promote your small business. Members who own 
restaurants, grocery stores or other local businesses can be highlighted 
at no charge through social media, the Co-Operator (our monthly 
publication) and our website- an audience of over 50,000.  We want to 
support our small businesses by encouraging members to shop local. 
Go to cookcfb.org/membership for details.

Benefits subject to change without notice.

*Discount codes & additional details are available at www.cookcfb.org
under ‘Member Benefits’.

**To ensure your continued access to Farm Bureau membership benefits, 
including eligibility for insurance with the preferred companies of 
COUNTRY® Financial, you must pay your membership dues each year.

Cook County Farm Bureau® gladly accepts payment via credit card (Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover) over the phone, check or cash. 

Cook County Farm Bureau® is made up of many members including farmers, landowners, foodies, greenhouse 
operators, specialty growers, food consumers, and customers of the Farm Bureau’s affiliated companies (COUNTRY 
Financial®, Conserv FS, IAA Credit Union, etc.). We bring together many members with diverse backgrounds and food 
interests to support the success of local farmers and to keep agriculture present and strong in Cook County.

This Co-Operator publication is designed for members to share more about how Cook County Farm Bureau 
is working for local farmers and agriculture and to help our members know more about farming, food, fiber, and 
biofuels. As an added value, we provide great membership deals, savings, discounts, benefits, programming, and 
activities that reflect our agricultural heritage and members’ modern expectations.

Please enjoy reading and thank you for your support of area agriculture and your membership!

JUNE
2 AITC Teacher Training Sessions Pg. 6
 (Tuesdays in June and July)
4 AITC Virtual Field Trips Begins Pg. 6    
 (Thursdays in June and July)

Save the dates
AUGUST
18/19  Defensive Driving Course Pg. 10
For participation details on these programs and activities, check out the 
related information in this publication, go to www.cookcfb.org, or contact 
the office at 708-354-3276.  You can register for most programs by using 
the member service center at www.cookcfb.org. 

Who We Are…

 See page 2 for a historic photo from the 
CCFB’s first 100 years and respond to the 
question related to the photo.

May Winner is Harry Nelson  

Last month’s question: This Cook County Farm 
Bureau display featured dairy, vegetable, and 
grain farms.  Where was this display used in 1949??

Answer: The County Fair at Soldier’s Field.   

www.cookcfb.org 
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Illinois 
Corn, What 
Happens 
After The 

Kernels Are 
Planted?

by Carrie Steinweg

Cook County residents are itching to get out into gardening and begin enjoying the opportunity to plant flowers and
vegetables. These individuals have been supporting local community gardens by beginning the growing process. See pg. 4 
for more details and for additional recipients.

2020 Cookfresh® Community
Urban Garden Grant Recipients

Farm Bureau to Launch 
Grant Program to Support 

Local Food Pantries 
The impacts of COVID-19 will be felt for 

months to come. Families are suffering. Businesses 
are suffering. Farms are suffering. Together with 
members, Cook County Farm Bureau® and local 
farmers growing healthy and nutritious food are 
poised to provide local food pantries assistance 
during this difficult time in Illinois and the entire 
United States.

To support local food pantries, Cook County 
Farm Bureau has created a Food Pantry Grant 
Program. Food pantries can self-nominate, or a 

community member can nominate a food pantry. 
Local food pantries are encouraged to apply 

for grant funds at https://bit.ly/2LlpqGA. Grant 
applications are due before midnight on Friday, 
June 12. Grant awards will range between $150 to 
$600.

Farm Bureau members are also encouraged to 
donate funds to this program. Donations may be 
tax deductible based on the pantry. 501(c)3 status. 
Donations will solely benefit Cook County  
food pantries. 

A lot of people don’t give much thought 
to all that goes into a product they purchase 
once the food is on their plate or the package 
in hand.

When it comes to corn, you might be 
surprised at all the different things it can 
become in the end. Besides enjoying it 
on a cob slathered in butter at a summer 
barbecue, those little kernels of corn can 
mature and become used in a number 
of ways, from ethanol to corn chips to 
bioplastics to animal feed to household 
products. But what happens in-between the 
time it is planted and it gets to a consumer?

That corn you eat off a cob or get in 
canned or frozen form is sweet corn that 
makes up only about 5% of corn grown in 
Illinois. The other 95% is field corn and close 
to half of it leaves the state for international 
markets. 

“About 23% of field corn produced in 
2019 went to processing and had many 
different uses,” said Lindsay Mitchell, director 
of marketing and communications for IL 
Corn. “It was used for food or sweeteners, 
to make the inside of diapers or to make an 
ingredient that causes suckers not to drip. 
Corn is in a lot of different products.” 

From the farm, where it takes 100 to 115 
days to mature before harvest, it dries in grain 
elevators, harvested at moisture levels up 
to 25% and dried to 14% or less, said Chuck 
Cawley, division manager with the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture. 

“Much of the exported corn is shipped to 
the Illinois River, where it is loaded on barges 
and travels to the Gulf for loading on vessels,” 
said Cawley. “Some corn and the DDGs (dried 
distillers’ grains) from some ethanol plants 
will travel by rail to the west coast and then
be loaded for export as animal feed to Asia.”

More Details on Page 2

...Continued on Page 4

...Continued on Page 2

But Wait, There’s More!
Go to www.cookcfb.org for these extras…

• Farm and Food Bytes

• Member to Member Buy Local

• AITC Rescheduled Golf Outing

• May Co-Operator Shop Local Pull Out 

• Soil Test Kits

• Master Gardener Program

• Spring and Summer Family Fun & Learning
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